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“No other campaign and battle in the war had such momentous, 
multiple consequences as Antietam.” 

James McPherson













Seward’s recommendation to delay 
issuing the Emancipation Proclamation 
until a victory was accepted by Lincoln 
and the cabinet. As Seward is reported 
to have said:  “such a proclamation 
ought to be borne on the bayonets of 
an advancing army, not dragged in the 
dust behind a retreating one.”





"I have been driven many times 
upon my knees by the 
overwhelming conviction that I had 
nowhere else to go.”  A. Lincoln







According to Salmon Chase, 
Lincoln told him that "I 
made a solemn vow before 
God, that if General Lee was 
driven back from Maryland 
I would crown the result by 
the declaration of freedom 
to the slaves."



Lord Palmerston, British Prime Minister











McClellan’s victory dashed the best chance that the Confederacy had 
to win foreign recognition.  Only two days before news of Antietam 
reached London, the Confederacy’s diplomats had been told that “the 
event you so strongly desire … is very close at hand.”



It helped slow the growth of the Peace Democrats in the North 
who otherwise might have gained control of Congress in the 
November elections.



It allowed Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.  Over 
186,000 blacks would eventually serve in the Union armies.



“The dogmas of the quiet past, are 
inadequate to the stormy present. 
The occasion is piled high with 
difficulty, and we must rise -- with the 
occasion. As our case is new, so we 
must think anew, and act anew. We 
must disenthrall ourselves, and then 
we shall save our country.”  
December 1, 1862



“ The people are impatient; 
Chase has no money…; the 
General of the Army has 
typhoid fever. The bottom is 
out of the tub. What shall I 
do?”  

Abraham Lincoln to General 
Montgomery Miegs, January 

10, 1862







“The will of God prevails…. In the present civil war it is quite 
possible that God's purpose is something different from the purpose 
of either party …. I am almost ready to say that this is probably true --
that God wills this contest, and wills that it shall not end yet. By his 
mere great power, on the minds of the now contestants, He could 
have either saved or destroyed the Union without a human contest. 
Yet the contest began. And, having begun He could give the final 
victory to either side any day. Yet the contest proceeds.”




